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QUESTION TAGS
QUESTIONS TAGS are small questions we produce at the
end of sentences when we speak. They are used to ask for
confirmation of something we are not sure about ,or to ask
for agreement.
→ It was not a very good party, was it?

POSITIVE SENTENCE
NEGATIVE TAG
It was a good party,
wasn’t it?
Martin passed all his exams, didn’t he?
↓
Use the contracted form

NEGATIVE SENTENCE
POSITIVE TAG
It wasn’t a good party,
was it?
Martin didn’t pass all his exams, did he?
↓

He
They
Mary
You
Your son
Peter
They

is married,
are singing,
was ill,
have passed,
ran a maratón,
will come,
must stay here

isn’t he?
aren’t they?
wasn’t she?
haven’t you?
didn’t he?
won’t he?
Mustn’t they?

You
You
They
They
My dog
My dog
You
You
Linda
Linda
The boys
The boys
He
He

aren’t 18 ,
aren’t 18 ,
weren’t studying,
weren’t studying,
hasn’t been eating,
hasn’t been eating,
couldn’t do it
couldn’t do it
didn’t do it
didn’t do it
can’t see it
can’t see it
doesn’t Chinese,
doesn’t Chinese,

are you?
are you?
were they?
were they?
has he?
has he?
could you?
could you?
did she?
did she?
can they?
can they?
does he?
does he?

Use a pronoun to replace
the noun or the noun
phrase

INTONATION
The meaning of the question tag changes with the intonation.
FALLING INTONATION
RISING INTONATION

MEANING→STATEMENT(we are sure of the answer)
MEANING→ REAL QUESTION (we really want to know something)

SPECIAL POINTS
1. Aren’t I? is the question tag for I am . I am wrong, aren`t I?
2. After Let’s… shall we? is used Let’s go dancing, shall we?
3. After an imperative,
• won't you? to invite people to do sth. Have a seat, won't you?
• will/would/can/could you? to ask or tell people to do things. Answer the
phone, would you?
• can't you? expresses impatience Stop talking, can't you?
• After a negative imperative, only will you? can be used Don’t speak now, will
you?

4. Sentences with nobody, nothing... are followed by affirmative question tags. The
pronoun for nobody is they and for nothing is it.
Nobody came , did they?
Nothing will happen, will it?
5. Somebody/someone, everybody/everyone are followed by tags using they
Somebody told her, didn’t they?
6. When "have" is not an auxiliary but a verb referring to states , the question tag is
possible with both "have" and "do" (AmE)
You have the flu, don't you?/haven't you?
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